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Mission Statement     
The El Dorado Early Ford V8 Car Club is based in El 

Dorado County, California and is dedicated to the 

restoration and preservation of Ford, Mercury, and 

Lincoln vehicles designed and built by the Ford Motor 

Company from 1932 to 1953. Meetings are held the 

first Thursday of each month. Locations change so 

check newsletter for location. 

President’s Message    
Hello V8er’s, 

Well its been a year since all this covid-19 stuff started 

and it has been something I’ve 

never experienced in my lifetime. 

Businesses closed and many 

going out of business; face 

coverings; and social distancing, 

and stay at home orders. Its 

enough to drive a sane person 

insane. Hopefully with the 

vaccine we can all get back to 

normal whatever that is. In the meantime stay helathy. 

Rex   

Meeting Minutes 

February 4th, 2021 meeting for the El Dorado Early 

Ford V8 Club was held at Colina de Oro in Diamond 

Springs at 5:30pm.  Dinner was great and enjoyed by 

a hardy few.  The meeting was called to order by 

President Rex Roden at 6:12pm.  There was a party of 

four in attendance.  Since there was not a quorum in 

attendance, no club business was covered.  However 

treasure report was given by phone from Sandy and 

all is good in the coffers.    

 

We had table discussion of possible picnic/cruise to 

Apple Hill/Boa Vista area.  Boa Vista has large 

parking area with picnic tables located about 50 feet 

apart where a group could gather in safety.  Thought 

everyone could bring their own lunch and drive their 

cars and stop for visit and comradery.  

   

A note was made that only about half of members 

have paid their dues and renewed their membership 

with the club.  Judy Madison is the only birthday in 

February, on the 18th.  There are no club members 

anniversaries in February.   

 

There was no headcount taken for the breakfast get 

together being held on February 6th at Denny’s by the 

Placerville Fairgrounds.  Breakfast was held at 9am.  

Patty was thrilled with her salted caramel banana 

pancakes.   As noted by Dean and Patty, with humor, 

there were more club members at the Gun Show at the 

fairgrounds than at the meetings. 

 

Talked with Don Haynes and found out Diane is 

having a lot of trouble with her back again.  We are 

sending her well wishes for finding a good solution. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:27pm. Submitted by 

Secretary, Patty Plant 

 Meeting Thursday March 4th - Canceled     

 

The meeting is canceled  

 
 

Breakfast Saturday March  6th-Camceled 
 

Breakfast is  Canceled  

 

Breakfast Schedule 2021 

April 3rd - Sandy Barisic 

May 8th - Art & Michelle Hardie 

June 5th - David & Karen Waddell 

July 3rd??? 

August 7th??? 

September 4th - Milo & Jo 

October 9th - Howard & Judy Madison 

November 6th - Rex & Sue Roden 

December 4th - Christmas Party 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays:  

Rex Roden 25th 

Frank Matagrano 31st.  

 

Anniversaries:  

Tom & Stacy Rotondo 

 

 

 

 



Sunshine     
Sorry to hear that Diane Haynes is 

struggling with some back issues but 

other than that all else is good for the 

most part. Sue 

 

Ladies Luncheon  
Ladies Luncheons are canceled until further notice.  

 

Men’s Luncheon 
Men’s luncheons are canceled until further notice.  

 

Riker Torpedo Racer 

Riker Torpedo Racer sets the world speed record for 

electric cars. On November 16, 1901, the Torpedo 

Racer broke the world record for electric cars in 

Coney Island, New York. It was both built and raced 

by a man named Andrew Riker, who held onto the title 

of fastest electric car for a full decade, after the 

Torpedo Racer completed the one mile dirt track in 

just 63 seconds, at a remarkable speed of about 57 

miles per hour.  

 

The important difference between the Riker Torpedo 

Racer and the myriad of electric cars also coming out  

 

during that era, is that Andrew Riker’s focus was not 

on the streetcar for the masses, but rather, on the ever-

increasing draw of speed and power that even in the 

late 1800s and early 1900s called to the automotive 

enthusiast and builder. Riker didn’t just build electric 

cars, he built electric racecars, which helped him and 

the company to hold onto their lead in the electric car 

producing market and won them glory in both long 

distance and short track racing from the end of the 

19th century into the beginning of the 20th.   

 

Unfortunately, Riker saw the writing on the wall, and 

began his move away from electric cars not long after, 

eventually joining the team at Locomobile Company 

of America, where he worked on the internal 

combustion engine, a far cry from his battery powered 

race cars. The Riker Electric Motor Company he had 

formed in 1888 had evolved into the Riker Electric 

Vehicle Company in 1889 and was then absorbed by 

the Electric Vehicle Company in 1901. Andrew Riker 

died in 1930 at the age of 62. 

 

What would Mr. Riker, and the numerous other 

electric car engineers, have to say about the 

automotive industry today? Is it fate, or the simple rise 

and fall of trends that we return, yet again, to the roots 

of classic car history in search of the future? For over 

one hundred years, electric cars have taken a backseat, 

ignored in favor of more speed, more power, more 

fuel. But we’ve come full circle, and now we must ask 

ourselves if this is yet another trend in the classic car 

chronology, or if this time, electric cars are here to 

stay. Either way, we owe much to Andrew Riker and 

his Torpedo Racer. 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming 2021 Car Shows &Events in the Greater Sacramento Area 

Be sure to confirm before you go

Weekly every Saturday in March Cars & Coffee El Dorado Hills Town Center  

Weekly Every Sunday in March Hangtown Cars & Coffee 681 Main Street 

Saturday March 20, 2021 – Dean & Patty Plant’s BBQ  

Sacramento Autorama – April 9-11, 2021 (Canceled) 

Grand National Roadster Show May 14-16, 2021(Canceled) 

 

 

                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             For Sale 1936 Ford 3-Window Coupe                                                                 

                                                                                            Contact Rex at 530-748-618 

1 

*********************************************************************************  

An elderly couple had dinner at another couple's house, and after eating, the wives left the table 

and went into the kitchen. 

The two gentlemen were talking, and one said, 'Last night we went out to a new restaurant and 

it was really great... I would recommend it very highly.' 

The other man said, 'What is the name of the restaurant?' 

The first man thought and thought and finally said, 'what is the name of that flower you give to 

someone you love?   You know... the one that's red and has thorns.' 

Do you mean a rose?' 

'Yes, that's the one,' replied the man. He then turned towards the kitchen and yelled, 'Rose, 

what's the name of that restaurant we went to last night?' 

 

A man was telling his neighbor, 'I just bought a new hearing aid. It cost me seven  thousand 

dollars, but its state of the art... It's perfect.' 

'Really,' answered the neighbor. 'What kind is it?' 

 

Twelve thirty... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


